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SEDDONS GUIDE TO PURCHASING A NEW HOME 

Financial advice 

Purchasing a home is a serious commitment and arranging your finances prior to finding a 

property is a big advantage. So ,before you begin your property search, consult a financial 

adviser to secure the most appropriate financial package for you.  

There are now 300 different lending institutions, banks and building societies, all with 

different schemes and interest rates. Seddons recommended broker has access to the entire 

market and is able to offer free, impartial advice on finding the best deal to suit your needs. 

 Register your interest 

 

It is important that we work together to find you the perfect new home. 

 Speak with our staff to establish your needs and start to build a rapport.  

We love to get to know our customers so we can build a picture of what sort of house you 

are searching for. Register online at www.seddons.com or call into your local office.  

Use online sites such as Right move and Zoopla to widen your search and find out as much 

as you can about the properties you are looking at. 

Make the most of your viewings 

 

Seddons staff will generally show viewers around all of our 

properties to allow people to relax and feel able to ask questions. 

It is important that you make the most of every viewing and have a 

checklist of important questions to hand.  

Take pictures to remind you of features and check online for floor 

plans and local information.  

 

Making an offer 

 

Once you find a property you wish to purchase Seddons will work to achieve the best deal 

for all parties. 

Once your offer has been accepted Seddons will: 

 Prepare a memorandum of sale 

 Write to all parties to confirm the agreed price 

 Ask you to confirm your solicitor's and mortgage broker's details 

http://www.seddons.com/


 

Instructing a solicitor 

The successful purchase of a property can be reliant on the 

instruction of an efficient and experienced solicitor. It is a good 

idea to use a solicitor who specialises in conveyancing. 

  

Conveyancing 

Here is Seddons quick guide to understanding what a 

conveyancer does. 

1. Obtain sellers' responses to questions, such as who owns 

the boundaries, whether they have had any disputes with neighbours and what fixtures 

and fittings are included. 

2. Check copies of any guarantees on the property, details of planning permissions and 

building regulation certificates. 

3. Check the seller really is the owner of the property and prepare a Report on Title for you. 

4. Check local authority searches and plans for the local area. 

5. Calculate the stamp duty tax on the property that you are likely to pay. 

6. Arrange registration of title in your name. 

7. Once everything is ready, you'll then be asked to pay the deposit. .If the buyer pulls out 

after this stage, they will lose their deposit and may face legal action from the seller. 

Exchange of Contracts is the last stage of the legal process after which you cannot pull 

out (without losing your deposit and any legal costs you may have incurred) 

8. A date for completion is usually set for at least two weeks after contracts are exchanged. 

This should give you enough time to arrange moving in. 

9. Your conveyancer will call you to tell you when 

your money has been received by the seller - so 

you can get the keys and move in. 

The conveyancer will also send you a completion 

statement.  

 

 

 

 



 

Survey and mortgage offer 

Once your offer has been accepted, advise your mortgage broker 

who will submit the application to the chosen bank or building 

society. 

A mortgage value of the property will be booked by a surveyor on 

behalf of the mortgage lender to identify any structural problems 

and advise on the property's value. 

After the mortgage valuation report is received, a formal mortgage 

offer will be sent to you and your solicitor which you will need to 

sign before it is returned. 

There are no legal obligations until contracts are signed. 

Exchange of contracts 

Exchange of contracts occurs when all enquiries have been confirmed and agreed. 

Once the contract has been signed by both parties, the deposit (usually 10% of the purchase 

price) will be telegraphically transferred or paid in the form of a banker's draft from your 

solicitor to the seller's solicitor. 

The completion date is then set by mutual agreement. 

Completion 

Completion is when the outstanding monies (usually 90%) are transferred from your solicitor 

to the seller's solicitor's account. It is at this point that Seddons will release the keys and let 

you get on with the moving in and starting the next chapter of life in your new home. 

Welcome home! 

 

 


